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north Yorkshire
the opportunitY CoAst

one Cohesive BodY 
Alex Richards, Project 
Manager said: “We have 
learned that offshore wind 
doesn’t recognise local 
authority boundaries and 
if the region is to truly 
benefit we must bring 
together all the interests 
in the region to act as one 
cohesive body.

"When we stand together 
and present a united, 
capable and welcoming 
offering to the offshore 
industry we are world 
class. 

"Our first priority is to 
make sure the offshore 
wind industry, located in 
our waters, is serviced 
from our shores!”
 
pArtnership 
representAtion
In this vein Scarborough 
are working to bring together European and 
regional MP’s, local government, industries 
and communities in partnership to represent 
the region.

Cllr Derek Bastiman, Portfolio Holder for 
Regeneration & Planning said: “When 
we work together our coast covers over 
100miles of ‘shop front’ to the North Sea, 
leading to a world class industrial hinterland 
which can provide everything the offshore 
industry needs. The Yorkshire and Humber 
region has it all. With the right leadership 
and organisation we are world beaters. This 
is what we are trying to achieve.

"In this spirit networks have been 
established to work together across the 
region to develop the capacity of our supply 
chain industries, provide the education 
and training from children to adults and 
prepare our infrastructure to ‘embrace the 
revolution’.” 

The network brings together key players 
from the industry. The good word has 
spread far and wide and the area is now 
recognised as having serious potential 
within the industry. 

Through effective leadership which brings 
together politicians of all persuasions, local 
authorities, industry and communities 
Scarborough is striving towards its place at 
the heart of the offshore wind industry.

Importantly the Leadership of Scarborough 
recognise there is a need for the region to 
work together as a whole.

AreA potentiAL
Seldom do you see such enthusiasm for 
change and such drive to embrace it. The 
people involved see the potential for the area 

and rightly, want everyone to 
know about it.  

Cllr Mike Cockerill Scarborough 
Borough Council summed 
up the spirit of the borough 
– as the history of the area 
past and present tells the 
entrepreneurship of our 
communities and leadership is 
world class.

“Wind energy is a massive 
opportunity for our economy, 
the energy security of our 
nation, the well-being of 
our planet and our future 
generations. We will embrace 
this opportunity and lead from 
the front. Not to lead would 
mean sweeping up what is left 
behind and that is not in our 
nature.”

WsosW Cooking up A 
treAt
The people behind WSOSW 
believe they are well on the way 
to cooking up a real treat for the 
offshore industry and the local 
area. Yes, they recognise their 

cake is relatively small compared to the great 
banquet of offshore wind but they also believe 
it’s one of the best on the table. 

the WsosW reCipe
A simple recipe which will serve 1 x North Sea 
Offshore Wind Sector.

Ingredients
• A good pinch of community  
 development, enthusiasm & leadership
• A portion of supply chain support and  
 investment
• £12m of people, training and skills
• £22m best quality Infrastructure 
• A policy oven at 360o

Method 
Firstly prepare your working area by 
establishing a great team of local government, 
training, business and community leaders 
and win the support and enthusiasm of your 
community at large.

Then take over £10million and invest it in 
people, education and training, including 
establishing a University Technical College 
dedicated to providing the engineers and 
technicians of the future. 

Add ‘54 North Maritime Training’ in 
Whitby, Yorkshire’s newly formed 
offshore Marine Training Centre, the 
Champions for Wind Programme 
running in our schools and mix 
in the Scarborough Employability 
Charter which binds our children 
with a commitment to employment 
opportunities from our industries. 

Whip together with £2m of 
apprenticeship support and establish 
one of the most successful publicly 
funded employer and employee support 
agencies in the UK. 

Next take a dedicated team of 
business ambassadors, support and 
development experts and provide 
business support, advice and funding 
for new entrepreneurs and business 
expansion within your supply chain and 
add them to the mix.

Finally bring all the ingredients together 
with Ministers and cross party MP’s to 
push Central Government Policy to the 
correct temperature and bang in the 
oven when at 360o. (The WSOSW team 
instigated the All Party Parliamentary 
Group for Yorkshire and N Lincolnshire 
to press Westminster for offshore wind 
policy development).

Serving suggestion
After a short period of time present to 
the offshore industry on a plate and 
serve piping hot!!

Whitby and Scarborough Borough 
council

eMBrACing the green revoLution 
These people and organisations on the 
North Yorkshire Coast are now embracing 
the green revolution and the area is 
positioning itself to lead the way into a new 
and exciting era of economic development.

With a diverse and rich maritime pedigree 
and with 2 ports (Whitby being the closest 
of any UK port to the Dogger Bank), 
available business space and the supply 
chain necessary to support the offshore 
industry, Scarborough is constantly 
developing its offering and has its sights on 
hosting the survey, supply and operations 
maintenance activity planned for the round 
3 offshore wind farm sites.

The history of Whitby and 
Scarborough and the surrounding 
area is as exciting as it is long.

The area has seen highs and lows from 
the days of the first Viking raiders, the 
establishment of Scarborough as the 
first seaside resort to meteoric rise of the 
fishing industry. 

It is host to a number of world firsts 
and for a relatively small area the 
Borough has always punched above its 
weight. This is due in no small part to 
the indomitable spirit and enterprising 
approach of the people who live there.

WhitBY And sCArBorough 
oFFshore Wind netWork (WsosW)
WSOSW was established in 2010 as the 
basis of bringing together all the ingredients 
necessary to support the industry 
establishing themselves in the area. 

cllr Derek bastiman

cllr Mike cockerill

ed’s note 
Please visit Whitby and 
Scarborough’s online 
information within our 
website to access various 
links which will take you 
through the processes 
that they have used to 
get everyone involved in 
reaching a common goal.
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Yorkshire is LeAding the WAY

our Love
oF ALL things
Yorkshire!

In addition, many other jobs will be created 
within associated support industries or in 
communities in which those industries are 
based. The demand for trained personnel 
to work within the renewables and 
support sectors will bring a much needed 
opportunity for employment and quality skills 
training for local communities.

vitAL roLe
Whitby Fishing Industry Training Centre 
(WFITC) will play a vital role in training new 
entrants and up-skilling those with existing 
maritime experience to enable them to 
gain employment in the expanding offshore 
renewables industry.

WFITC was established in April 2002 with 
the initial aim of delivering quality training to 
new, younger entrants to the sea fishing 
industry, as well as further enhancing the 
skills of existing fishermen. The company 
has evolved and grown since then and now 
looks to deliver high quality safety training to 
all maritime and related sectors.

reputAtion
WFITC Chief Executive Anne Hornigold said, 
“Whitby Fishing Industry Training Centre 
has worked hard to achieve an excellent 
reputation with companies across the UK 
for providing top quality safety training to 
the maritime industry. In fact such is the 
demand for our safety training courses we 
have now launched a sister company – ‘54 
North Maritime Training.”

The wool textile industry which had 
previously been a cottage industry centred 
on the old market towns moved to the 
West Riding where budding entrepreneurs 
were building mills that took advantage 
of water power gained by harnessing 
the rivers and streams flowing from the 
Pennines. The developing textile industry in 
general helped Wakefield and Halifax.

sport
Famous for cricket, Yorkshire was home to 
Herbert Sutcliffe (who scored 38558 runs in 
his career), Freddie Truman, George Hirst, 
and Geoffrey Boycott. 

Len Hutton said: “In an England cricket 
eleven, the flesh may be of the South, 
but the bone is of the North and the 
backbone is Yorkshire.” 

Yorkshire is the birthplace of both rugby 
league and quoits and after the 2012 
London Olympics you had to look hard to 
find a red pillar box – Yorkshire had had so 
many painted gold in
commemoration of the
local gold winning
Olympians.

Yorkshire has grown in recent years 
as an increasingly attractive location 
not only for the tourism industry, but 
also to the ever growing green energy 
sector, in particular offshore wind. 
Many renewable energy companies 
are investing millions into the region 
to exploit the many offshore wind 
opportunities.  

The benefits of this investment is already 
being felt by local business, particularly 
those in the direct supply chain or offering 
complimentary support services to the 
renewables sector. As an example, 
Siemens and Associated British Ports 
(ABP) have committed to investments of 
more than £300m in a revised plan for 
wind turbine production and installation 
facilities off the Yorkshire coast.

Moving ForWArd
Approximately 78 miles off the Yorkshire 
coast lies the Dogger Bank zone which 
will play a vital part in the expansion 
of the UK renewable energy sector. 
The proposed development will create 
thousands of jobs during its construction 
and commissioning, with an ongoing 
requirement for trained technicians to 
carry out maintenance and repair once 
in place.

Yorkshire is a county of characters but 
those who live there don’t mind that at 
all – in fact they don’t even mind being 
laughed at!

peopLe, pLACes And pudding!
Yorkshire people are proud of Dickie Bird, 
Lesley Garrett, Michael Parkinson, Roy 
Castle, Jeremy Paxman, Michael Palin, 
Darren Gough and Henry Moore…and 
Marks and Spencer didn’t start in just any 
county, but in Yorkshire.

Famed for Yorkshire Pudding, Yorkshire 
Parkin and fish and chips, Wensleydale 
cheese, rhubarb, liquorice, as well as 
Rowntree’s chocolate and Yorkshire Tea.

There are more dry stone walls than in any 
other place in the UK – 18900 miles of 
them and also England’s largest waterfall 
on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park.

There are 38 Dales, the Three Peaks, the 
Moors and coastline with 12 lighthouses, 
8 Cathedrals, 10 Abbeys (Whtby’s dates 
back to 657AD).

gLoBAL ContriBution
Yorkshire people have contributed greatly 
to the world – Joseph Priestley discovered 
oxygen and John Harrison solved the riddle 
of longitude. The spring-loaded mousetrap, 
the hansom cab, cat’s eyes, the kilner jar, 
the glider, the Bailey bridge, the crow’s 
nest and Sheffield steel were all invented by 
Yorkshiremen.

inCreAsing deMAnd
She continued: “54 North Maritime 
Training are able to offer a variety of 
maritime training including STCW 
courses. The company employs 
highly qualified instructors, each 
with a background of professional 
seafaring and each able to meet the 
training demands of the maritime and 
offshore energy industries. We are able 
to provide top quality training in the 
picturesque town of Whitby and we 
fund a continuous programme of re-
investment in training, equipment and 
technology.”

WFITC Business Development 
Consultant Andrew Hodgson said, 
“The immediate rewards for the local 
economy are obvious – from newly 
created jobs, fully-booked guest houses 
and hotels, to restaurants, shops and 
cafes all profiting from increased trade – 
the area is bound to flourish.”

opportunities
“We are very excited about 
opportunities for working closely with 
some of the key players in the offshore 
renewables sector and I believe this is 
a superb opportunity to further support 
our client base in the region.

"Renewable energy companies and 
their partners should take note of our 
newly created sister company – ‘54 
North Maritime Training’ – which will be 
responsible for delivering STCW and 
advanced maritime training courses”  
Andrew concluded.

Whitby Fishing Industry Training 
centre

LiterAture & Art 
Yorkshire has produced some of the 
greatest writers: Anne, Charlotte and 
Emily Bronte, WH Auden, Ted Hughes, JB 
Priestly, Arthur Ransome, Alan Bennett and 
Ian McMillan, to name but a few.

Artists Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth, 
David Hockney and John Atkinson 
Grimshaw were all Yorkshire born and bred.

poLitiCs  
Yorkshire has also produced three Prime 
Ministers, arguably none were very great! 
Ironically Guy Fawkes was a Yorkshireman 
so maybe politics is not one of our 
strengths.

Enjoy the spotlight – if you enjoy it half as 
much as we did researching and publishing 
it you will not be disappointed. We are 
however, headquartered there so we may 
be a bit biased!

Duncan McGilvray
editor
Wind energy Network  
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LoCAL serviCe Centre
The local ERIKS depot kept the totes at the 
service centre. The service kits were called 
off over the 12 month period. The customer 
found a number of added value benefits 
resulted in having these kits stocked and 
ready to use…
• Stock reduction due to the kits being  
 held at the local service centre
• Time reduction due to the service kits 
 being bagged, labelled and put into specific  
 totes for each individual wind turbine
• Peace of mind knowing that each tote  
 had the correct original OEM spares for  
 each wind turbine
• Fixed prices for 12 months
• A cost saving against original OEM  
 supplied parts

ERIKS are also authorised partners 
or exclusive repairers for many of the 
leading names in wind turbines. 

CoMprehensive pArts 
dAtABAse
The company’s extensive business 
supplying parts to UK operators means 
they also have a comprehensive parts 
database covering every UK wind 
farm, as well as having the products, 
services, manpower and experience to 
maintain them.

speCiAList CoMpetent 
engineers 
They can also put specialist engineers 
into the field, with climbing course 

for wind turbines certification 
(BS8454), Level ll Thermographer 
Certification and the PCN Certificate 
of Competence in Condition 
Monitoring.

unique CoMBinAtion
This unique combination of 
manufacturers’ know-how, 
predictive maintenance expertise 
and repair capabilities in a national 
network means the company can 
help to create the ideal conditions 
to achieve maximum generating 
potential. 

erIKS Wind energy Services

reLiABLe 
equipMent is 
keY

serviCe kits
Each service kit contained various MRO 
spares.

• Bearings
• Batteries
• Tab Washers
• 24v DC Relays
• Hydraulic Filters
• Automatic Lubricators
• Various Greases
• Oil Sample Bottles

All spares were individually packaged 
and were labelled with the customer part 
numbers and packaged in individual totes 
labelled with the individual offshore wind 
turbine details for ease of use.

the right conditions for successful 
wind power generation of renewable 
energy doesn’t only depend on the 
wind. they also depend on properly 
maintained, efficiently functioning, 
reliable generating equipment.

CAse studY 
To help effectively maintain equipment, 
ERIKS Wind Energy Services delivered a 12 
month supply contract for service kits for 
the offshore wind turbines.

prestigious projeCt seCured

TAG Energy Solutions, which is a full 
service offshore wind serial foundation 
manufacturer located in the North East, 
is supplying 16 monopiles and transition 
pieces for the Humber Gateway.

huMBer gAteWAY 
The wind farm, which is situated 8km off 
the Yorkshire Coast close to the mouth 
of the Humber Estuary, will consist of a 
73 turbine array that will generate up to 
219MW of electricity, enough energy to 
power up to 170,000 homes. 

Aquaseal, which has been in operation 
since 1972 and supplies products to the 
marine, defence, automotive, agricultural 
and food sectors, is providing rubber 
coating internal and external linings for the 
J-Tubes guides and boat landing ladder 
and platforms, which are fitted to the wind 
turbine modules.  

Aquaseal Rubber, which manufactures 
products including rubber coatings, hoses 
and seals for road cleaning equipment, 
hoses used in the food industry, grain and 
bulker hoses along with radiator and heater 
hoses for cars and fenders for Remotely 
Operated Vehicles, is a family business run 
by Jason Armstrong and his father, Eddie 
Armstrong. 

groWth And investMent
It has experienced a strong period of 
growth following an investment by the 
Barrier Group Ltd, which acquired a 49% 
stake in the business with the aim of 
helping expand the business’s presence in 
wider markets.

Jason Armstrong, Managing Director of 
Aquaseal, said: “We are very proud to 
be part of the supply chain for such an 
important and high profile renewable 
energy project. Working with MTL is 
enabling Aquaseal to demonstrate our 
capabilities in the offshore renewables 
sector which, alongside the work we 
are securing in the oil & gas sector, is 
supporting our growth in new markets.”

Robert Bowles, Chairman of The Barrier 
Group, said: “This contract is further 
evidence of the variety of industries that 
can utilise Aquaseal’s products and 
technology. It has established an excellent 
reputation for quality, which the Barrier 
Group is keen to share within the offshore 
industries in which we operate.” 

Aquaseal Rubber Ltd

Aquaseal Rubber Ltd, the North East 
England-based rubber products 
specialist, has secured a prestigious 
project as part of the development of the 
Humber Gateway offshore wind farm.

The company, which has its operation 
in Longbenton, North Tyneside was 
awarded the project by Rotherham-based 
MTL, which is a specialist metal products 
manufacturer.

An experienced supplier of secondary 
steelwork to the offshore and renewable 
energy sector, MTL has been engaged by 
TAG Energy Solutions to deliver Module 
Support Frames for J-Tube & boat landing 
platforms for the foundation structures for 
the offshore wind farm.  

Wind FArM support vesseLs
Further investment is planned over the next 
3 years with the next delivery being a new 
30m vessel due for delivery in early 2015. 
This vessel will be capable of carrying 16 
persons offshore for up to 7 days and the 
company expects a high level of interest to 
assist in diving operations and survey. 

Their fleet of vessels is fully classed and in 
conjunction with their builders, Alicat are 
designed to provide safety and comfort for 
passengers and crew whilst working in all 
environments.

Asv pioneer
The ASV Pioneer can hold up to 120 crew 
and personnel whilst offshore and has just 
finished a significant contract in Italy as a 
‘salvage support’ unit this adding to the 
company’s list of services. 

The Pioneer was a key part of the biggest 
and most expensive marine salvage in 
history, the Costa Concordia and was 
on site for over 16 months. Dalby had a 
number of other vessels on the project 
and from the Pioneer catered for over 300 
people on a 24/7 basis for many months. 

serviCes And LoCAtions
Dalby Offshore offer a number of different 
marine services and as their owned 
fleet builds they expect these services 
to expand. Their core of dedicated 
professionals are flexible and as a relatively 
small team capable of moving quickly in 
respect of business opportunities. 

The company’s head office is based in 
Beverley, East Yorkshire and they also have 
an office in Lowestoft, Norwich and recently 
opened an office in Scarborough, North 
Yorkshire.

Dalby Offshore is a vessel and marine 
operator based in Yorkshire and working 
around the world on a number of 
projects. Established in 2007 by Stuart 
McNiven a former Ship’s captain and 
Senior executive with the aPMoller/
Maersk Group Dalby Offshore has 
established itself as a Company that 
focuses on a quality of service and 
attention to clients requirements. 

The company has a number of blue chip 
clients and has achieved preferred supplier 
status to a number of Tier 1 organisations. 
The company own, operate and manage 
a fleet of fast, high specification, multi- 
functional Wind Farm Support Vessels, an 
industry they have supported since 2009. 
Additionally a large accommodation barge, 
The ASV Pioneer and various other tugs 
and workboats either owned or chartered. 

CoMMitMent And investMent
Dalby Offshore have made a significant 
commitment and investment to the Offshore 
Wind Farm Crew Transfer Vessels with two 
vessels added to the fleet in the summer 
of 2014, the Dalby Swale & Dalby Wharfe 
which have gone straight out to work on the 
Greater Gabbard Wind Farm for SSE. 

dogger BAnk And hornseA 
oFFshore WindFArMs
It is hoped that Whitby and Scarborough in 
the future will be utilised for smaller vessel 
operations, particularly on the proposed 
Dogger Bank and Hornsea Offshore 
Wind Farm that are scheduled to start 
construction in 2016. 

The Scarborough office is based in the 
historic building the ‘Toll House’ and was 
built in 1900 as a toll house that connects 
the North & South bays of Scarborough. The 
new office will provide support for existing 
operations and will be used as a crewing/ 
admin office. 

sCArBorough oFFiCe – oFFiCiAL 
opening
A small gathering saw the Mayor of the 
Borough of Scarborough officially open the 
premises, where friends, colleagues and 
VIPs toasted to having Dalby Offshore in 
Scarborough Town. This is seen as a ‘small 
toe in the sea’ to see what happens with 
Round 3 wind farms.

Dalby Offshore 
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selected again to provide this service on 
the Westermost Rough offshore wind farm. 
SMC’s client representatives observe and 
record the operations being undertaken 
to ensure that safety, efficiency and best 
practice is being maintained at all times. 

By ensuring high levels of safety and 
quality, unnecessary delays should be 
avoided, which consequently enables the 
project to run smoothly and efficiently for 
the client. 

Fit For purpose
As well as ensuring regulatory and safety 
compliance during the construction of such 
projects, it is also essential that the vessels 
utilised on the project are suitably fit for 
purpose and meet international industry 
standards. 

These vessels transport a number of 
personnel every day, to and from the site, in 
potentially dangerous conditions. Therefore, 
vessel audits are required to ensure that 
vessels are safe for the specific task, 
provide a safe environment for personnel 
on and around the vessel and cause the 
least harm on the environment as possible. 

europe’s LArgest
Being Europe’s largest supplier of vessel 
audits and having extensive experience 
globally, SMC have been selected to 
undertake vessel audits for the Westermost 
Rough and Humber Gateway projects. 

Undertaking work on these projects in 
Yorkshire will mean that SMC has delivered 
services to every offshore wind farm project 
in the UK to date, in addition to various 
European projects.

Specialist Marine consultants ltd

CLient representAtion to 
WesterMost rough

The company provides 
these services to a variety 
of projects, including the 
world’s largest offshore 
wind farms such as 
London Array Ltd and 
is currently delivering 
client representation and 
vessel audit services 
for DONG Energy 
to the Westermost 
Rough offshore wind 
farm, located off the 
Holderness coast in 
Yorkshire.

sAFetY First
The high risk nature 
of offshore wind farm 
construction projects 
means that safety must 
be the primary concern. 
Indeed, Westermost 
Rough will be one of the 
first offshore wind farms 
in the world to use 6MW 
turbines on such a large 
scale, with 35 turbines 
to be constructed at this 
site. High levels of quality 
and expertise is essential 
during the transportation 
and installation of these 
turbines to ensure that it 
is undertaken accurately 
and safely.

experienCe
Having already supplied client 
representation for DONG Energy on other 
projects, including Anholt, Walney 1 & 
2 and London Array, SMC have been 

Specialist Marine consultants ltd 
(SMC) based near Scarborough 
in North Yorkshire specialises in 
improving safety and quality in the 
offshore marine energy industry 
globally. 

griMsBY LoCk gAte upgrAdes
Are ‘ideAL ContrACts’

Fixing the new gate mechanism required 
drilling and fixing of bars and bolts. Other 
work included general improvement works, 
such as new fencing, grouting and tidying up.

ContrACt detAiL
“We had a window of opportunity for 
the concrete to be drilled, get any waste 
removed and then the new concrete 
poured,” said Ian Wilkinson, Managing 
Director of Precision Drilling, which also has 
a base in Leeds.

“We were responsible for co-ordinating 
the concrete delivery, concreting and 
waste removal and had two to three staff 
on site at all times.

"These are ideal contracts for us. Not only 
have we had a good established working 
relationship with the contractor for the last 
15 years, it shows our abilities to manage a 
project through from preparatory scoping 
to foundation work, drilling, pouring, fixing 
and tidying up through to completion.

"It is also uses our construction 
contracting expertise in two related 
sectors, ports and offshore wind, where 
we are increasingly active” Ian concluded.

Precision Drilling has begun 
preparatory work on the upgrade 
of Grimsby’s Royal Dock lock gates 
following the successful completion 
of similar concrete and drilling work at 
Port of Grimsby East.

The Hull-based drilling specialist has been 
sub-contracted to an international supply and 
installment contractor to provide concrete 
drilling, demolition, concreting and grouting 
work as part of an £11m investment by 
DONG Energy and the dock owner. 

previous ContrACt At port oF 
griMsBY eAst
The company was also sub-contracted by 
the same contractor to help install the new 
lock gates on the Port of Grimsby East, 
completed in February 2013 after three to 
four months work.

5 metre deep holes were drilled in the 
existing east dock quayside concrete to 
provide core samples for testing. Once 
test results were returned, further pits, 1m 
by 5m, were drilled on either side of the 
quayside to allow space for the new lock 
gate anchor mechanism to be installed.
 

iMportAnt roLe
The Port of Grimsby East lock gates 
are now playing an important role in the 
region’s burgeoning offshore wind farm 
industry by enabling the movement of 
longer, larger vessels into and out of the 
dock. When the work on Grimsby’s Royal 
Dock work is completed later this year, it 
too will improve wind farm vessel access.

Elsewhere in the country, Precision Drilling 
has been active on other dock-related work 
such as improvements at Purfleet, anchor 
fixing new steel plates for vessel buffers, 
plus drilling, sawing and demolition. 

Precision Drilling
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CAse studY 2 – erskine Bridge
Confidence was further gained by the first 
major bridge structure to be coated with 
Acothane in 1984 when the service lane 
steel panels were lifted and coated on site 
on the Erskine Bridge and subsequent 
inspections revealed no defects or coating 
breakdown.

This bridge now has thirty years proven 
maintenance-free performance and the 
Waterside Bridge has had subsequent 
inspections at twenty six years which again 
confirmed its maintenance-free status.

oFFshore north seA struCtures
There is a similar performance track record 
on offshore North Sea structures where 
the report from British Steel Swinden 
Technology Centre was used as a 
reference point for the offshore operators.

Acothane continues to be manufactured in 
the UK, at one time in Yorkshire and now 
on the Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire border 
close to Yorkshire and offers the same long 
life maintenance-free performance for wind 
turbine towers and associated equipment.

ray Sams
Spencer coatings

   

Yorkshire renoWned For 
teChniCAL exCeLLenCe

enCourAging resuLts
The Acothane formulation produced very 
encouraging results including the longest 
known hot salt spray test which ran for 
9,000 hours until the uncoated back of the 
coated steel panel totally delaminated with 
no adverse effect to the coated surface.

The first new steel bridge to be selected 
for this new coating system was at 
Newburgh in Aberdeenshire, then operated 
by Grampian Regional Council, now 
Aberdeenshire Council.

CAse studY 1 – WAterside Bridge
The Waterside Bridge was fabricated and 
coated at the fabricators works in Glasgow 
and 1mm of Acothane spray applied overall 
during 1986 and the bridge site erected without 
coating damage and commission in 1987.

At the twenty years inspection in 2007 the 
inspectors report stated “The Bridge was 
in perfect condition and should expect 
continuous corrosion-free protection for 
another twenty years.” 

The comment from the client was “The 
spray applied coating was as good as the 
day it was applied.”

Over a period from 1987 to 1996 over 
200,000m2 of steel bridge structures were 
coated with this system, many of which have 
been subsequently inspected and confirmed 
to be in perfect condition without the need for 
any remedial coating maintenance.

Yorkshire has a proud history of 
technical excellence in many fields 
including steel and engineering and a 
major research centre was the British 
Steel Swinden technology center at 
rotherham.

reseArCh And testing 
progrAMMe – British steeL 
It was here an interesting research and 
testing programme was entered into in the 
early 1980’s.

British Steel were losing market share to 
concrete in the bridge market as concrete 
was perceived to be cheaper to construct 
with a longer maintenance-free life over 
steel bridges, as steel bridges had to be 
repainted every seven to twelve years.

It was thought if a paint system could be 
designed to give a minimum twenty years 
maintenance-free life then steel would be 
competitive to concrete and so a search 
was instigated to find more advanced resin 
system than the then currently available 
Department of Transport paint systems.

soLvent Free poLYurethAne
One material selected for the research 
and test programme was a solvent free 
polyurethane from a small specialist UK 
based manufacturer under the Acothane 
brand.

Some two years of laboratory testing was 
carried out including salt spray, humidity, 
impact and abrasion, flexibility, 
cathodic disbondment and long 
term accelerated weathering.
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neW speCiAList height sAFetY 
Centre For Yorkshire

accessible specialist training, a reduction in 
staff travel time and a consequent reduction 
in overall costs,” said Keith Jones, Managing 
Director of heightec.

hsC Leeds
The Leeds centre not only gives employers 
in the Yorkshire and Humber regions easy 
access to specialist skills training, it also offers 
local people who are looking for new careers 
in the onshore and offshore wind energy 
industry, opportunities to up-skill.

skiLLs gAp 
Access to such training could help to plug 
the skills gap identified by the European 
Wind Energy Association (EWEA) who 
stated “There is currently a shortage of 
7,000 qualified personnel required by the 
European wind energy sector each year, a 
figure that could increase to 15,000 by 2030 
if the number of graduates taking courses 
relevant to the industry does not rise.”

trAining FACiLities
The centre boasts over 8,000 square feet 
of training facilities and classrooms, with a 
comprehensive range of training structures 
including a turbine simulator, a large range 

Specialist work at height and rescue 
training provider heightec has worked 
with the wind industry for almost a 
decade, delivering training to wind 
turbine and rope access technicians 
both on and offshore. In response to 
increasing demand for accredited work 
at height and rescue training in the 
Yorkshire area, heightec recently has 
launched its new purpose designed 
Height Safety Centre (HSC) in Leeds. 

unpreCedented groWth
Wind power has been growing at an 
unprecedented rate and is becoming 
more widely used worldwide. According to 
RenewableUK, there are currently almost 
6000 onshore and offshore turbines in the 
UK. With many of these turbines operational 
or planned for the Yorkshire Area, along with 
the large round-3 offshore farms in planning 
off the east coast of England, the call for 
skilled technicians is only set to increase.

engineering exCeLLenCe
“Historically Yorkshire has been a global 
centre for engineering excellence. This 
new venue allows us to further support 
this specialist client base with more readily 

of WTG ladders and a high external tower to 
give candidates realistic exposure to height.

Courses 
Courses offered include the industry 
recognised RenewableUK (RUK) and Global 
Wind Organisation (GWO) Work at Height 
and Rescue, Fire Awareness, First Aid and 
Manual Handling courses. In addition to these 
core wind industry courses, Industrial Rope 
Access Trade Association (IRATA) accredited 
certificates and specialist wind turbine 
confined space training is also available. 

heightec
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FroM strength 
to strength
Wetherby-based wind turbine specialist 
earthmill has raised over £1.2m through 
the UK’s first crowd-funded investment 
aimed at farm-scale turbines.  

The fund has closed a month ahead 
of target, just eight weeks after it was 
launched by renewable energy crowd-
funding platform Trillion Fund in mid June.

CoMMunitY investMent 
opportunitY
Mark Woodward, Commercial Director 
of Earthmill, said: “We were convinced 
that the idea to open up the investment 
opportunity to people in community who 
would not ordinarily have the opportunity 
to invest in a wind turbine would be 
well received, but we are already fully 
subscribed and closed the fund a month 
ahead of target. The number and broad 
range of investors goes to show that 
there are large numbers of the population 
that support the use of wind turbines to 
produce clean energy.

"The fundraising has been a great 
success and will allow us to invest in 
five additional small-scale turbines on 
suitable land that generate large amounts 
of energy that can either be used to 
reduce the local farmers electricity bill or 
exported back into the grid.” he added. 

guArAnteed 
returns
The fund guaranteed 
investors returns 
of 7.25 per cent 
per annum over 
three years and the 
minimum investment was just £50 with 
loans secured against five operational farm-
scale turbines across Yorkshire. 

expAnsion
Earthmill, which employs 32 staff, recently 
relocated to a new head office in Wetherby 
and will continue the expansion that 
followed a £4.1m equity investment by 
Connection Capital in October last year.

Steve Milner, Managing Director of 
Earthmill, added: “Individual small-
scale turbines on farms are becoming 
increasingly popular and people are 
starting to understand that farm-scale 
turbines are stand-alone units and much 
smaller and less visible than their bigger 
wind farm cousins. The crowd funding 
model allows both the farmer and the 
wider community to benefit from the 
installation of a wind turbine if they wish.”

Wider AudienCe
Before the launch of the fund, investors who 
wanted to enter the wind turbine market 
needed land suitable for their own turbines 
and required between £250k to £600k of 
funding to buy and install a turbine. This 
scheme has opened up the opportunity to 
invest in wind to a much wider audience.

“The rising energy costs and 
improvements in turbine technology 
and efficiency, are creating a sustained 
demand that requires further capital 
investment. We will be looking to raise 
more capital in the future to continue 
installing the most efficient farm-scale 
turbines on the most productive land 
available,” concluded Steve.

neWLY Appointed FinAnCe 
direCtor
Andy Mill (35) has recently been appointed 
as FD, originally from Edinburgh and a former 
PwC accountant has spent the last five 
years as a Finance Director and Financial 
Consultant to firms including Lexia Solutions 
and Andrew Page. He will take over the 
financial management of £12m Earthmill from 
Commercial Director Mark Woodward.

rApid Business groWth
“The business has grown by more than 
50 per cent over the past two years and 
we needed to strengthen the board with a 
dedicated finance director to enable us to 
plan for the fundraising and further growth 
that is on the horizon,” said Mr Woodward.

“Andy has the experience of five years as 
Finance Director in a fast moving group 
and a background with a big four firm that 
is ideal for us,” he added.   

LeAders in MediuM sCALe turBines
Earthmill was founded in 2009 by Managing 
Director Steve Milner and has grown to 
become one of the leaders in medium-scale 
turbine sales and installation in the UK.  

With over 175 turbines in the ground on 
farms and rural land across the UK, the firm 
is the largest customer of leading turbine 
supplier Endurance and is looking to grow 
in the area of service and maintenance, as 
well as sales of turbines.

FArM sCALe Wind turBines
Typical farm-scale turbines are 
approximately a third of the size of the 
largest commercial units and cost between 
£250,000 and £600,000 to buy and 
install. The turbines, which can be installed 
individually or in pairs, generate power worth 
up to £150,000 per annum for farmers 
operating them in suitable locations.  

inCreAsingLY AttrACtive 
investMent
Recent changes to the Government’s 
Feed in Tariff Scheme (FiTS) have 
reduced the amount of subsidy available 
to turbine operators but this has not 
dampened demand for the increasingly 
efficient turbines. 

Improving technology coupled 
with rising energy costs has made 
turbines an increasingly attractive 
investment option for farmers across 
the UK looking to safeguard dwindling 
revenues.

greAt Yorkshire suCCess 
storY
“Earthmill is a great Yorkshire success 
story. The business has grown 
organically from an entrepreneurial 
beginning in Steve’s garage, through 
city investment last year and most 
recently raising £1.25m of finance 
through a crowd-funding first that 
completed last month,” said Andy Mill.

“The rapid growth and innovation 
right through the organisation has 
been remarkable and I am looking 
forward to helping maintain that 
trajectory. The sector is maturing 
now as subsidies reduce and has 
seen a great deal of consolidation 
over the last year or so that is a 
massive opportunity for us. Earthmill 
has a great position now as a really 
well-established professional outfit 
and one of only a handful of serious 
players in a market that has plenty 
more potential for growth,” Andy 
concluded.

earthmill
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A ChAnging WorLd
The changing nature of the energy industry 
has shaped the differing types of cargo 
that DAN has handled and ensured the 
company stays abreast of the latest 
developments within the energy sector. 

Wind energY seCtor
None more so than the development of 
wind energy. With its head office in Hull and 
handling many imports of bulk cargoes into 
the Humber ports, the development of wind 
energy in the area has no doubt influenced 
the strategy of the company. 

huLL & sieMens
As Hull embarks on the Siemens 
development and with the Humber region 
looking to become the UK’s leading 
renewable facility, DAN Shipping has vast 
experience in these ports. 

LeAding port AgenCY
As one of the UK’s leading port agencies, 
DAN Shipping is innovative in the way it 
seeks to reduce unnecessary additional 
port charges for its customers whilst 
ensuring the safe arrival and departure 
of bulk cargo vessels at a range of ports 
including Hull, Immingham, Tyne, Tees, 
Sunderland, Blyth, Hunterston and Ayr. 

CoMpAnY groWth
Currently handling in excess of 10m tons of bulk cargo each year, 
the company is looking to increase its market share of renewable 
cargoes in accordance with the changing environment. 

Steve Pullen, Managing Director of DAN Shipping & Chartering 
said: “Through our expertise and knowledge, we have managed 
to establish excellent relationships with some of Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire’s largest power stations. Whilst the use of biomass 
remains prevalent, we are acutely aware of the demands placed 
upon our clients to reduce carbon emissions even further and 
find alternative means of energy.
 
“Therefore, we need to be able to adapt to their needs and 
provide services relating to wind turbine imports. With a team 
of experienced agents we have years of experience of handling 
a range of cargoes and are confident in our ability to deliver 
measurable results for this sector.”

other serviCes
Aside from port agency services, DAN’s parent company, the 
John Good Group offer numerous other services including 
freight forwarding to and from a range of destinations worldwide, 
warehousing and distribution. 

John Good also has a corporate travel arm – Good Travel 
Management – that can support businesses travel needs with a 
complete travel management service to save time and reduce 
costs.

DaN Shipping & chartering

100 YeArs oF experienCe 
serving the Wind industrY
DAN Shipping & Chartering has been providing ship agency services to the 
industry since 1987. With more than 100 years’ combined experience the 
company continues to handle a wide range of cargo from grain and rice, to coal 
and biomass on behalf of some of the region’s largest power stations. 
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neW
direCtion For 
Yorkshire 
shipping And 
LogistiCs 
Business

perFeCt positioning
The company is situated close to the 
heart of Green Port, Hull, UK's largest 
transformational port project where Siemens 
has announced its plans for £160 million 
investment. 

The future looks bright for Derwent 
Shipping & logistics as the east 
Yorkshire business appoints two new 
directors to drive the renewables division 
of its freight forwarding business.

The business was established by Gary and 
Liz Boden five years ago and in addition 
to its global freight business specialises in 
abnormal loads both home and abroad.

neW reCruits
Julian and Sarah Frazier recently joined the 
board of directors with Julian bringing with 
him fourteen years as Director of Portastor, a 
modular building manufacturer supplying the 
energy sectors. He has extensive experience 
in large offshore wind power farms including 
London Array and Ormonde, in addition to 
many onshore farms.

“We're on the 
doorstep of the 
Port of Hull for 
exporting and 
importing and in a 
growing region for 
manufacturing,” 
says Julian, 
“Siemens is 
making massive 
investment in this 
region and we'd 
like to capitalise on 
the increased local 
focus and growth 
in renewable 
energy.”

industrY 
experienCe
Derwent Shipping 
& Logistics 
has significant 
experience in 
moving turbines 

and blades and is aware of the challenges 
of moving abnormal loads on public roads 
and can manage the process with ease. In 
the last five years, the team has organised 
the transport and logistics of components 
to wind farms in Scotland, Devon and 

North Wales. Currently the team is co-ordinating the collection 
of heavy power generating rotors, weighing up to 100 tonnes 
each, from Poland to ports in Germany.

ChAMpioning reneWABLes
Alongside Gary, who has many years’ experience of project 
managing freight forwarding and heavy machine moving, 
Julian will champion the company's experience in renewables 
logistics and is looking to develop this side of the business. 
The team prides themselves on competitive rates, excellent 
customer service and flexibility. Their combined knowledge 
and experience allows them to take on challenging loads to 
destinations anywhere in the world.

enviABLe LoCAtion
Its enviable location close to the ports of Hull and Goole means 
it can offer adaptable routes and schedules to Northern Europe, 
Scandinavian and Baltic markets. In addition, the extensive 
relationship with shipping lines and trusted partners around 
the world means its service extends to, the Far East, Asia, the 
Middle East, USA, Canada, South America, Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand.

investMent
The investment in renewables offers tremendous opportunities 
for many Yorkshire businesses to grow and Derwent Shipping & 
Logistics is looking forward to working within the supply chain in 
the region.

Derwent Shipping & logistics
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Assisting 
Businesses 
in 
CApitALising 
on the uk’s 
‘energY 
estuArY’

“It endorses Siemens in terms of quality, 
safety and reliability. It's like the gold 
standard,” said Paul Luen, Chairman of 
Hull Green Business Support Group of the 
Renewables Network.

“If you're looking at market leadership, 
there's no better way to do it than to get 
this as a ringing endorsement. It's a great 
way to define yourself and to maintain a 
competitive advantage.”

B2B netWork
One cost-effective way that businesses in 
East Yorkshire can achieve a strong profile is 
by becoming a member of the Renewables 
Network. This is a private B2B network 
established to assist members to enter and 
grow in the renewable energy market. It is 
privately funded and focused on delivering a 
wealth of opportunity to its members.

Recently Hull City Council approved 
plans for proposed work on Siemens 
and associated british Ports (abP’s) 
£310m investment at Alexandra Dock, 
in Hull.

Wind turBine produCtion And 
instALLAtion FACiLities
The plans are to develop pioneering new 
wind turbine production and installation 
facilities. This will include new project 
construction, assembly and service facilities 
at Green Port Hull and a new rotor blade 
manufacturing facility in the nearby East 
Riding village of Paull.

energY estuArY 
This is great news for the Humber region 
– which is rapidly becoming the UK’s new 
‘energy estuary’ – as the two sites will 
create 1,000's of new jobs and several 
hundred roles during construction. It will 
also present a fantastic opportunity for 
businesses to capitalise on this significant 
investment in the region. 

BuiLding A proFiLe
However, companies cannot expect to 
win work simply because they are based 
in the Humber. Instead businesses need 
to ensure they build and maintain a profile 
within the renewable energy sector, making 
sure their products and services meet 
high industry standards and strict criteria, 
so that they don’t miss out on a once in a 
generation opportunity.

sieMens
Setting the benchmark for this is Siemens 
itself, whose wind turbines have moved 
a step closer to mass production after 
passing industry-standard tests. The 
energy giant’s D6 models, that are set 
to be assembled in East Yorkshire, have 
been given a seal of approval for 25 years 
of reliable operating by testing body DNV 
GL. It will use 75-metre blades made at a 
site near Paull village and attached to other 
components in Alexandra Dock.

MeMBership
The network already represents more than 
260 companies across the green energy 
supply chain. It plays a leading role in 
supporting established businesses looking 
to grow into the market and supporting 
start-ups looking for rapid growth and 
investment, providing a practical business 
development service, information services 
and a network of sector expertise.

The Renewables Network supports 
manufacturers, contractors and developers 
seeking to increase supply-chain 
competitiveness and will support the 
academic and public sectors to engage 
and understand the sector.

keY ContriBution
Working together as private, innovation 
driven businesses Renewables Network 
members make a key contribution to 
building a high growth, profit driven 
Renewable energy sector.

Business opportunities
By joining the Renewables Network, 
businesses will keep up-to-date with 
industry information and contacts. They will 
also receive regular invites to seminars and 
supply chain network events, as well as 
have the opportunity to promote themselves 
to buyers through a directory of suppliers. 

In addition to this, access to funded 
business development support is available, 
along with tender-writing expertise.

Renewables Network

gerMAn oFFshore Wind trAde Mission 
tArgets huMBer potentiAL 

the sAMe ChALLenges
Mark O’Reilly, Director at THMA, said: “Like 
WAB and German Wind we are faced 
with the same kind of challenges and 
relish the same kind of opportunities. 

“We have actively worked for a number 
of years now to help create closer ties 
between the German and Humber 
offshore wind and marine sectors and to 
generally raise our profile abroad.

“Last year we had a very 
successful trade mission to 
Bremerhaven and Hamburg and 
this mission is a reflection of the 
increased importance with which 
the Humber is now viewed. 

“The result has been some very real deals 
in Europe for Humber and Team Humber 
Marine Alliance member companies, 
more of which I’m sure we will hear about 
in the coming weeks and months.”

ALAn johnson Mp
THMA patron, Hull West and Hessle MP, 
Alan Johnson, who gave the welcoming 
speech at a dinner in Hull Guildhall, said: 
“When I first came to Hull 17 years ago 
any talk of a fully fledged offshore wind 
industry on the Humber would have been 
nothing more than a pipe dream, just hot 
air. That all changed about five years ago 
when we first heard that Siemens was 
genuinely considering a manufacturing 
facility in Hull.

“Now we are in the next phase, Siemens 
are here and specialist, lucrative 
offshore wind and marine related trade 
is increasing across the North Sea, of 
which this latest trade mission is another 
example. The marine expertise has 
always been here. Now the offshore 
wind expertise is also here, offering 
very real possibilities of a long and 
continued offshore wind industry centre 
of excellence on the Humber.”

tAtA steeL
One of those THMA member companies 
on the trade mission’s itinerary is Tata 
Steel, which has invested significantly to 
develop a dedicated wind energy hub at its 
Scunthorpe site.

Deirdre Fox, Director Strategic Business 
Development at Tata Steel, said: “We are 
very interested in closer ties with German 
business as we are looking to develop the 
market not just here in the Humber, but in 
Germany and other parts of Europe.

“This mission offers us a fantastic chance 
to show exactly what our facilities are 
capable of.

“In the future we are absolutely looking 
closely at how we collaborate and work 
with supply chain partners so that we 
can build maximum value for the Humber 
region and the wider UK economy.”

WindenergY hAMBurg 2014
This inward trade then headed to Germany 
the following week to attend WindEnergy 
Hamburg 2014.

Team Humber Marine Alliance (THMA)

Senior figures from the German 
offshore wind and renewables sector 
visited the Humber recently on a trade 
mission to foster closer ties between 
the two countries.

Organised by Team Humber Marine 
Alliance (THMA) and supported by the 
region’s local authorities, the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Humber LEP, the 
three-day visit took in many of the region’s 
offshore wind and renewables facilities on 
the north and south bank of the river.

Wind energY AgenCY (WAB)
15 delegates from the Wind Energy 
Agency (WAB), northwest Germany’s wind 
energy industry network, toured Green 
Port Hull, including Siemens’ offshore 
wind manufacturing sites, Able Marine 
Energy Park, the CATCH training facility 
at Stallingborough, Port of Grimsby East, 
as well as THMA member companies 
in Grimsby, Hull, Scunthorpe and 
Immingham.

Ronny Meyer, Managing Director of 
Bremerhaven-based WAB, said: “As the 
Humber is one of the leading regions for 
offshore wind in the UK it is an absolutely 
key market for us.

“The mission will also allow us to share 
knowledge and come to a better, more 
transparent understanding of the issues 
that we both share, such as research, 
skilled workforces and the potential for 
business development.

“The UK and Germany are probably the 
most significant markets for offshore wind 
in Europe, if not globally and it is a win-
win situation on both sides.

“It will be interesting to see how the 
Humber is developing, as we have found 
that for wind energy to thrive it is essential 
to have a good political and economic 
support at a federal, but also at a local 
level.”

CoMpAnies And orgAnisAtions 
invoLved
Companies and organisations on the trade 
mission included BTC, Bremen Economic 
Development, Eurogate Container Terminal 
Bremerhaven, Frauenhoffer IWES and 
Smulders Deutschland.
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